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Did you know that Brno has a solution for the present critical situation in the city road traffic? According to the master plan, travelling by car through the city in the future should be quicker, but safer, simpler and more comfortable. Does it sound like an utopia? Maybe, however some of the important steps for the better future have been already made and we can now see several unique frames that should once be components of one great system. Still, there are many circumstances that can disrupt the long-term plan, such as unpredictable development of the transport, petitions and lawsuits or changes of the attitudes of politicians, which is currently ongoing problem.

History of planning and construction

As well as Brno, the other cities have to solve the issue of road traffic, because in the last century, nobody was expecting such an enormous expansion of individual automobile transport. Post-communist states like the Czech Republic are behind in comparison with the capitalist states, because the main effort of the communism was to support the public transport. Of course there were some conceptions of more important roads, but they weren’t designed like fast ways with interchanges and almost nothing was eventually implemented.
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Only since 90s we can see some development of building some basic road system corresponding with actual demands of traffic. Present proposal begins with Little City Ring Road. That includes roads around the historical city core and is also the only full-completed part of the system. Further from the city center should once be Large City Ring Road. That is currently quarter finished. In the city surroundings will be highways that will enable drivers to avoid the city. Finally there would be several radial roads that would merge these three parts together.

Present and latest development

Brno is currently most focused to build the Large City Ring Road (VMO in Czech). Other parts of the system can’t be implemented in the present for several reasons, such as lawsuits, unfinished master plan of South Moravia region etc. During the last decade, almost all pieces of the northwest part of the Large City Ring Road have been finished.

However, several complications have occurred, since VMO Hlinky was put into operation. Following section including Královo Pole Tunnels have been delayed for couple of reasons. The local civil movement protested against insufficient soundproofing around the large intersection over the tunnel’s portal. Objections continued when the building started. Finally the Supreme Administrative Court of the Czech Republic suspended the construction in the late stage, until the collaboration with the civil movement was negotiated. This certainly made building more expensive and that’s the other issue. Because of the global economic crisis, politicians had almost enforced deceleration of the construction to spare some state finances. That would definitely cause huge complications in local traffic. But when it brought a lot of loud objections, politicians changed their attitudes and the section with tunnels was completed “in time”.

Future plans

According to the original schedule, after finishing Královo pole tunnels, the construction of another section Žabovřeská should have been started. This part is aptly said to be Brno’s cork or bottleneck and therefore the local road needs to be widened as soon as possible. In actual fact, the beginning of construction have been delayed several times. The reason remains still the same. There is no money.

From identical causes there are some other projects that were some time ago planned to be currently started or even finished, like continuation of Large City Ring Road in the east including VMO Tomkovo náměstí and VMO Rokytova or spreading of the busiest national highway around the city.

The large Ring is mostly finished west and north from the city center. The east part is grounded in the master plan, but a shape of the south sector is still vague. Brno prefers the variant leading the route through the railway road that would be displaced once the new railway junction with shifted main station would be completed. This other huge project involves even more troubles. Someone does not agree at all with this solution and wants to keep the main station near the city center. No matter which variant will be finally chosen, the reconstruction must be coordinated together with creating road tunnels under the main railway line, otherwise it would be dozen times more expensive and maybe technically impossible to excavate tunnels under the fully-operating rail way.

Talking about highways, construction of another high-capacity remote road cannot be initialized until the master plan of South Moravia will be approved. In the present, this plan is facing complaints of villages and inhabitants of regions that would be affected by designed highway site. The plan includes R52 and R43 in south-north direction and controversial tangents between R52 and D1 on the south. The Supreme Administrative Court canceled principles of territorial development before the new once will be finished with proper assessment of influences on environment and public health in the region.

As long as the master plan will not be approved, villages and cities cannot modify their plans. They are erasing the canceled R43 instead.

Opinion poll

One year ago a survey focused on Brno’s inhabitants and their opinion on local road traffic was made. The opinion poll was made to find out currently best and worst road traffic areas in Brno and takes into account levels of traffic density and safety.

According to the results, least problematic areas are for example districts Řečkovice and Mokrá Hora, Královo Pole and Bohunice. On the other side the critical roads are Žabovřeská near the river Svratka, Koliště in the city center and linked streets in the west Provazníkova, Svatoplukova and Gajdošova. The most of respondents considered Královo Pole tunnels as a necessary step to improve local traffic over its enormous price. Of course some people disagreed and mostly argued that there should be found some cheaper solution or even that tunnels solved nothing at all. But some of that people also came out with some interesting ideas such as investing money in public transport instead to decrease number of people driving cars in the city.

Conclusion

The vast majority of currently problematic places are single routes of existing ring that should be widened or displaced. Traffic jams from the city center could also disappeared once the Ring with interchanges would be finished, because drivers would finally had possibility to chose smoother travelling rather than standing on traffic lights. Because of the economic crisis and less spending government, the development of the Ring is recently considerably protracted. Therefore city is looking for some cheaper temporary solutions such as connecting of the Ring to D1 in south until there will be enough money to completion. Also the tentative date of finishing entire Ring was shifted to 2035.

Once the crisis will pass and state have enough money to build another parts, there will still threaten some lawsuits natural obstacles and that is why this ambitious project cost so much money but is it not worth when it can help whole city and surroundings?
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Large City Ring Road connected to highways





Parts of the Large City Ring Road








